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Getting started

This webinar will be 

recorded and shared 

on AdoptUSKids. 

Submit your questions 

via chat.

Please complete our 

survey at the end of 

the webinar.
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Our mission

Raise public awareness about the need for 

foster and adoptive families for children in 

the public child welfare system

Assist US states, territories, and tribes to 

recruit, engage, develop and support foster 

and adoptive families
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Welcome

Å Introductions

Å Who is in the room?

Å Polling question
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Agenda

1 Strengths-based narratives

2

3

Strategies to effectively manage child-

specific inquiries 

4
Peer sharing from South Carolina and 

Michigan

5

Connection between effective response 

systems and photolisting

Questions and answers



6

Strengths-
based 
narratives
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Strengths-based narratives tips

Public vs. private-
dos and donôts

Continuum of 
disclosure

Strengths-based 
narrative and how 

it connects to 
response systems
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Continuum of disclosure

Å Public: People generally interested in adoption

Å Private: Prospective adopters, been through training, have 

approved home study

Å Confidentiality: Prospective adopters, matched and moving 

toward placement with specific child
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What to include in public profile

ÅPreferred first name

ÅRecent photo

ÅPositive personality traits

ÅStrengths

ÅHobbies, interests, and pastimes

ÅWhat they like about school 

ÅWhat makes them laugh

ÅThings that are important to them
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What NOT to include in a public profile

Å Identifying information

Å Information about abuse, neglect, maltreatment

Å Placement information

Å Medical information 

Å Behavioral challenges

Å Potentially painful or embarrassing information

Å Fears or anxieties

Å Things that limit potential families

Å Intellectual ability or education challenges

Å Sexual orientation or gender identity
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Child-
specific 
inquiries
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Tips for responding to 
child-specific inquiries

Å Feedback loops

Å Start building the relationship

Å Offer clear next steps

Å Be proactive 
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Effective 
response 
systems 


