
National 106,720

Adopted

Other 

Permanency

Emancipated 

(Aged Out) Other Exits Still In Care

Age 0 to 8 66,397 54,767 5,597 6 455 5,572

Age 9 to 13 24,141 14,031 2,474 8 172 7,456

Age 14+ 16,182 4,314 1,797 6,262 460 3,349

All waiting children 106,720 73,112 9,868 6,276 1,087 16,377

The following information was produced using child welfare administrative data submitted to the Children’s Bureau through the Adoption and Foster Care 

Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS). These data are being provided to help agencies make informed decisions about the children and youth in care. Not all 

children and youth are equally likely to exit to permanency in the next several years – so information like this can help agencies understand where the variation is, 

and how to target interventions intended to decrease the time children spend in care, increase the likelihood of eventually exiting to permanency, or both.

Children Waiting for Adoption on the First Day of Fiscal Year (FY) 2016

*A child is waiting for adoption if they are between 0 and 17 years old and their parents have lost parental rights, or the child's case goal is adoption and they are in the foster care system at the end of 

the FY, excepting kids 16 or 17 years old whose parents have lost parental rights and their case goal is emancipation.  Exits reported are first exits for the in care group.  The experiences (entry and 

exit)  of children/youth who may have reeetered in the three year window are not included in these tables. AFCARS files used are FY 2016-FY2018.

Total Number 

Waiting - First 

day of FY 2016

Cumulative Outcomes Through FY 2018

12 mos 24 mos 36 mos

Age 0 to 8 53% 75% 82%

Age 9 to 13 33% 50% 58%

Age 14+ 17% 24% 27%

All waiting children 43% 62% 69%
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Cumulative percent exiting to finalized adoption

Of the children and youth waiting for adoption at the beginning of 
FY 2016, what % were adopted in the following 12, 24, and 36 
months?
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Of the children and youth waiting for at the beginning of FY 
2016, what was their status by the end of FY 2018?

Adopted Other Permanency Emancipated (Aged Out)

Still In Care Other Exits

Capacity Building Center for States Page 1



National 76,204

Adopted

Other 

Permanency

Emancipated 

(Aged Out) Other Exits Still In Care

Age 0 to 8 54,820 45,447 5,008 5 382 3,978

Age 9 to 13 14,115 8,641 1,809 6 99 3,560

Age 14+ 7,269 2,395 1,043 2,446 190 1,195

All waiting children 76,204 56,483 7,860 2,457 671 8,733

Children Waiting for Adoption on the First Day of FY 2016 Who Had Been in Care Less Than Three Years

The graphs that follow use the same analysis of exits by age. However, time in care has been added. The focus of this page are children who are waiting for 

adoption and had been in care less than three years on the first day of FY 2016. Compare the data across all pages to explore the relationships between age, 

time in care, and the likelihood of exit to adoption.

*A child is waiting for adoption if they are between 0 and 17 years old and their parents have lost parental rights, or the child's case goal is adoption and they are in the foster care system at the end of the FY, 

excepting kids 16 or 17 years old whose parents have lost parental rights and their case goal is emancipation.  Exits reported are first exits for the in care group.  The experiences (entry and exit)  of children/youth 

who may have reeetered in the three year window are not included in these tables. AFCARS files used are FY 2016-FY2018.

Total # Waiting and in 

care <3yrs on the first 

day of FY 2016

Cumulative Outcomes Through FY 2018

12 mos 24 mos 36 mos

Age 0 to 8 53% 75% 83%

Age 9 to 13 35% 53% 61%

Age 14+ 21% 30% 33%

All waiting children in
care <3 yrs

46% 67% 74%
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Of the children and youth waiting for adoption at the beginning of FY 
2016 who had been in care <3 yrs, what % were adopted in the 
following 12, 24, and 36 months?
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National 30,516

Adopted

Other 

Permanency

Emancipated 

(Aged Out) Other Exits Still In Care

Age 0 to 8 11,577 9,320 589 1 73 1,594

Age 9 to 13 10,026 5,390 665 2 73 3,896

Age 14+ 8,913 1,919 754 3,816 270 2,154

All waiting children 30,516 16,629 2,008 3,819 416 7,644

Children Waiting for Adoption on the First Day of FY 2016 Wwho Had Been in Care Three Years or Longer

The graphs that follow use the same analysis of exits by age. However, time in care has been added. The focus of this page are children who are waiting for 

adoption and had been in care three years or longer on the first day of FY 2016. Compare the data across all pages to explore the relationships between age, 

time in care, and the likelihood of exit to adoption.

*A child is waiting for adoption if they are between 0 and 17 years old and their parents have lost parental rights, or the child's case goal is adoption and they are in the foster care system at the end of the FY, 

excepting kids 16 or 17 years old whose parents have lost parental rights and their case goal is emancipation.  Exits reported are first exits for the in care group.  The experiences (entry and exit)  of children/youth 

who may have reeetered in the three year window are not included in these tables. AFCARS files used are FY 2016-FY2018.

Total # Waiting and in 

care 3 years+ on the first 

day of FY 2016

Cumulative Outcomes Through FY 2018

12 mos 24 mos 36 mos

Age 0 to 8 54% 72% 81%

Age 9 to 13 31% 46% 54%

Age 14+ 14% 19% 22%

All waiting children in
care 3 years or longer

35% 48% 54%
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Of the children and youth waiting for adoption at the beginning of FY 
2016 who had been in care 3 years or longer, what % were adopted 
in the following 12, 24, and 36 months?
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