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INTRODUCTION

The Ramsey County Permanent Families Recruitment Project is a five-year
demonstration project funded by the U.S. Children’s Bureau. The project’s
overarching goal is to find a permanent home for every child. The project aims
to improve permanency outcomes for African American, Latino, and older youth
through diligent recruitment and system change efforts.

The purpose of the 2012 Youth Focus Groups was to:

« Collect information from foster and adoptive youth that can be used to
provide feedback to key stakeholders (licensing workers, placement workers,
child protection, and permanent connections staff) to improve the licensing,
training, and placement process.

« Allow Ramsey County Children and Families Services Division to hear first-hand
from youth about areas of strength and areas needing improvement.

- Identify tips that can assist staff in their work to make successful placements

including Latino youth.

- A total of seventeen Ramsey County youth participated in four focus groups:
1 group of foster, waiting, and adopted youth, 1 group of aged-out youth and
2 groups of Hispanic/Latino youth. Youth in relative and non-relative placements
were represented.



» Selected YAG youth served as co-facilitators and were invited to attend a
3-hour training mid April 2012

« In addition, YAG youth played a central role in the review of focus group
findings and development of the tips presented in this booklet. YAG youth
and Rainbow Research staff reviewed a summary of the qualitative analysis,
identified key themes, and developed tips for social workers and providers
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“Help us
to live our
best lives”



“Let us be
part of
your family”

TIP



YOUTH ILLUSTRATIONS OF “FAMILY"”
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Waiting youth, 13
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HOME

A smile on my face about time they came

To release all the visuals negative images and pain
Struggled too long day in and day out

Massacre in my mind, living in doubt

They told me | wouldn’t amount to anything at all
That just like my parents eventually I'd fall

Until that day that they finally came

I knew it was fate, me they came to save

A smile on my face the tears kept on coming

Like a bird in the air all you hear is humming

A mom, dad , brother, sister

Hope they keep me long and that | won’t be a bother
Give me hope and the ability

To achieve all my goals and successfully succeed
Hold me real tight like a child of your own

Make me feel welcome like this is my last home
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—Aged out youth, 20




Rainbow Research, Inc. would like to thank Ramsey County Human Services
Permanent Connections Unit and SELF unit staff and supervisors for their
support and cooperation.They assisted Rainbow Research in identifying eligible
youth participants from their caseloads, providing current contact information
and encouraging youth participation.

A special thanks to James Terrell, Maria Johnson, Karen Franklin, the 17 youth
participants and their foster/adoptive parents for assisting Rainbow Research
staff with the evaluation process. We would like to thank Yusef S. Consulting
for the design of this booklet.
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